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Irani accepts NCERT director’s resignation

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/irani-accepts-ncert-directors-resignation/

The HRD Ministry has accepted the resignation of NCERT Director Parvin Sinclair and forwarded it to the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet for further action, with the latter expected to clear the resignation soon.

Sinclair had resigned earlier this week after the ministry instituted a probe against her for alleged financial
irregularities. Sinclair has had a running battle with the ministry under this government after she decided to
initiate a review of the curriculum in the first week of May, before the new government could take charge. A
panel of experts had been constituted for this.

Sources confirmed that HRD Minister Smriti Irani accepted the resignation. Sources claim her exit would
impact the process of curriculum revision, with changes likely in the expert panel.

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/irani-accepts-ncert-directors-
resignation/#sthash.uTzXb4YG.dpuf

Faced with charges, NCERT director Pravin Sinclair
quits

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/faced-with-charges-ncert-director-pravin-sinclair-
quits/articleshow/44781493.cms

NEW DELHI: Of all the heads of autonomous institutions under the HRD ministry, NCERT director Pravin Sinclair was
expected to fight any move to oust her. But faced with some allegations, including a note to the ministry from Dinanath
Batra, and sensing the mood of some top HRD bureaucrats, Sinclair put in her papers with more than two years of her
term still left.

Highly placed sources said the HRD ministry had sought department of personnel & training's view if Sinclair could be
sacked and only when the reply was in affirmative, she was given a fait accompli. However, Sinclair refused to talk about
her resignation.

One allegation against Sinclair was violation of general financial rules in the purchase of maplitho paper and cover paper
worth over Rs 50 crore. This allegation was also part of Batra's note to the HRD ministry after the new government came
to power.

Interestingly, the HRD ministry's school bureau has been sitting on the file as late as September 30 and still no decision
has been made. The issue has been hanging in the ministry since 2012. When it first came to light in 2012 and Central
Vigilance Commission forwarded a complaint to the HRD ministry, secretary R Bhattacharya ordered that facts about the
case be gathered. Sinclair also gave her response which the vigilance section did not find satisfactory. The ministry's
vigilance section then asked the school division to give its response which is still awaited.

Sinclair was made to resign even without the CVC getting the report from HRD which could have been further
investigatedby CBI. "There are enough instances in the HRD ministry when heads of institutions with CBI chargesheet
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against them have been appointed and completed their term. Former lIT Patna director A K Bhowmick was
chargesheeted in coalnet scam and completed full term," said a ministry official.

Known for her forthright views and refusal to accede to the ministry's diktat, bureaucrats resented Sinclair. What also
brought her in conflict was that she initiated the process of reviewing 21 focus groups of different curriculum areas. "In
the last few months, NCERT was told all big decisions have to be cleared by the ministry," said a source.

Question paper patter for 11 T-JEE 2015 available

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-jee-2015-paper-pattern/1/395072.html

The question paper pattern for the 2015 exam has now been made available for the aspiring candidates.JEE is
conducted by Indian Institute of Technology (11T)- Bombay across the country.

The pattern of the exam paper is as follows-
There will be two papers - Paper | and Paper 11
Each paper will be divided into three sections - Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics

All three sections will have objective type questions based on multiple choice and numeric answer type
questions to test comprehension, reasoning and analytical ability of the candidates.

Negative marking for each wrong answer is applicable

.The question paper will be either in Hindi or English depending upon the choice of language as opted for by
the candidate while registering for the exam. Once the choice of language has been made, it cannot be changed.

The exam will take place on May 24, 2015. It will be held in two sessions. Paper-1 will be held in the morning
Session (9:00 am to 12:00pm) while Paper-2 will take place in the afternoon session (2:00pm to 5:00pm) on the
same day.

The online registration for the exam will begin from May 02, 2015 and will close on May 07, 2015. The date for
downloading the admit card is May 09, 2015 to May 12, 2015.

IIT- JEE is the qualifying entrance exam in engineering courses to top Indian institutes and colleges like Indian
Institute of Technology (I1T), National Institute of Technology (NIT), Indian Institute of Information
Technology (111T), Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) and other reputed government colleges of
India. The

1 T-M satellite campus to come up in suburbs

M Ramya,TNN | Oct 11, 2014, 02.46 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/lIT-M-satellite-campus-to-come-up-in-
suburbs/articleshow/44778986.cms

CHENNAI: lIT-Madras is likely to start a satellite campus not too far from the city soon. It will host some of its research
facilities in the space.

[IT-M director Bhaskar Ramamurthi said the institute had asked for space in 2008 when capacity expansion was
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mandated. The state made an attempt to allocate land in a year or two, but the plan fizzled out because of the real
estate boom then. We couldn't wait then and went ahead with expanding our facilities on campus, professor
Ramamurthi said.

Meanwhile, the Kakodkar committee recommended an increase in the number of PhD scholars. The institute hosts 500
PhD students a year now, and expects them to take around five years to complete their doctoral degree. This will mean
that the institute will have to host 2,500 PhD scholars over five years. This requires a lot of space for labs, equipment
and for setting up large interdisciplinary centres. At present, there are 14 such centres at the institute; IIT-M's strategic
plan includes scaling this up to 25 by 2020.

"The land has been identified, but it's not going to be next door. It's not possible to get it in within the city. It is likely to
come up around 40km from here. We'll need around 200 acres," professor Ramamurthi said.

He said that the institute was positive about getting land this time. "The Tamil Nadu government has been scouting for
land for us. The state hasn't given us the land, but the clearance is in the final stages," the institute director said.

There are challenges in setting up a satellite campus. Academics believe that it may not be a good idea to move
department to another campus, so the plan is to set up a discovery park for research there rather than undergraduate
classes. "We need space to take up new research, and research is the most independent of activities carried out in the
institute. The faculty may have to travel to take classes, but the research scholars are unlikely to be affected by the
distance from the institute," professor Ramamurthi said.

And, if the deal falls through this time as well, the institute has a Plan B. "We will go vertical," the director said. The
oldest buildings on campus, which will be around 60 years old, will be demolished and high rises will take their place so
the greenery around the campus is not eaten up
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